Hypertension was found during routine physical examination in a 15-year-old high school girl of Oriental origin. Multiple vascular murmurs were audible over the abdominal aorta, renal arteries, and carotid arteries. The 24-h blood pressure monitoring revealed severe hypertension that went as high as 200/120 mm Hg. Based on these findings angiography was performed. The clinical picture and imaging study were compatible with Takayasu-a non-specific chronic inflammatory disease that affects the aorta and its main branches. 1 The results are presented in the accompanying figures.
The cause of Takayasu arteritis is unknown. Although infections have been implicated in the past, it has been considered an autoimmune disease in view of associated genetic immunological disturbances.
The frequency of renal artery involvement among these patients is high: 60% in a series of 50 Takayasu patients described by us, 2 34% reported by the Japanese, 3 and 85% reported from Singapore. 4 Thus, a finding of renal artery stenosis, especially in Oriental patients, should alert the clinician to the possibility of Takayasu disease. This is particularly important in North America where the entity may be underdiagnosed in the large Oriental population. 5 Indeed, physicians are becoming increasingly cognizant of Takayasu-pulseless disease. The criteria for its diagnosis laid down by Ishikawa 6 were modified and extended by Sharma and colleagues in 1997. 1 The upper age limit of 40 years was removed, typical signs and symptoms were included as a major criterion, age as a definition of hypertension was removed, absence of aorta-iliac lesion as a definition of abnormal aortic lesion was eliminated, and coronary artery lesion in absence of risk factors was added. Sharma and co-workers 1 arteritis to be highly likely in the presence of two major, or one major and two minor criteria, or four minor criteria. The revised criteria may result in increased detection of the disease, which has often been missed due to non-specific pathology, fairly non-specific initial clinical presentation, and the belief it affected only those under 40 years of age. 
